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e  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to 
experience each new day. Every day is a 

brand  new  chance  to  shine  the  light  of 
Christ  in  the  world.  This  month,  take  out 
time to reflect on the direction of your life. 
This  year,  make  a  commitment  to  know 
Christ more, to walk in faith and to grow by 
His grace. We hope this New Year will bring                              
you many new blessings.

O man, what is good?  What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? ~Micah 6:8
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Congratulations to President Donald J Trump !  

Malankara Orthodox Church extends best wishes and prayers to the New 
President. We pray sincerely for all who are placed in high positions of authority, 
that we may lead a peaceful and godly life pleasing to God.
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My Dearly Beloved, 

e  ha ve 
entered 

the New Year of 
2017  and  I  want 
to  beg in  by 
wishing  all  our 

readers a blessed and prosperous New Year. When 
we enter the New Year, we have achieved another 
milestone  by  God’s  mercy  and  it  is  imperative 
that  we  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  all  the 
accomplishments that occurred in the past year. 
However, it is not good that we simply dwell on 
the past but we must look to the future and create 
resolutions that silence our human passions and 
reflect the Will of God be done in all aspects our 
lives in 2017. 

As you are already aware, the Diocese has taken 
up several projects to accomplish in 2017 for the 
spiritual growth of the Church in this part of the 
world.  These are possible only with the prayerful 
support of each individual within the Diocese. I, 
especially,  seek  your  cooperation  for  the  chapel 
construction  which  will  begin  shortly.   The 
Diocesan Chapel  will  be  named after  all  of  the 
disciples of our Lord and will  be known as The 
Holy Apostles Chapel.  

The  Diocesan  Clergy,  Diocesan  Assembly 
Members,  and  Malankara  Sabha  Association 
members  are  gathering  together  at  Urshlem 
Diocesan  Center  in  February  2-4,  2017  for  the 
annua l  meet ing  and  e lect ion  o f  ne w 
representatives  including  the  Diocesan  Council. 

The  elected  members  will  take  office  for  the 
upcoming term from 2017-2022 and it is my wish 
and prayer that God’s Will be done through the 
election of visionary and dedicated people to take 
charge  of  the  administrative  bodies  of  the 
Diocese and Sabha. 

In  Exodus  18,  we  witness  Jethro  counseling  his 
son-in-law,  a  weary Moses who has been beaten 
down by many different tasks.  To involve others 
and  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  collective 
leadership,  Moses  was  advised  to  appoint  able 
men to the ministry.  Similar to Moses, we must 
use this example as the criteria to make decisions 
regarding the people called to be involved in our 
lives.  According  to  Exodus  18:21,  it  is  men who 
fear God, men who are trustworthy and men who 
hate dishonest gain. 

I urge you all to follow the advice of Jethro for the 
upcoming  election  and  carefully  consider  the 
needs  of  the  Diocese  when  making  your 
nomination and selection.

Finally,  I  would  like  to  take  a  moment  and 
appreciate  the  outgoing  Malankara  Association 
Members ,  Diocesan  Assembly  Members , 
Diocesan  Council  and  Managing  Committee 
Members for their devotion and dedication to the 
Diocese  and  Church .  Your  e ffor t s  and 
contributions to the Diocese for the last five years 
have not gone unnoticed and it is a testament to 
your love for God and His Church. I also take this 
opportunity to wish all divine blessings to be with 
the  new  groups  to  be  elected  in  the  above 
positions for the next five years. 

Metropolitan Alexios Mar Eusebius
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Mother of our Diocesan Metropolitan entered Eternal Rest

Mrs. Chinnamma Daniel, Beloved Mother of Eusebius Thirumeni passed away on 
December 21st, 2016 at the age of 82. Funeral service took place at St. George 
Orthodox Church, Puthoor on Thursday, December 22. The 30th day Memorial 
was commemorated on Jan 19th, 2017 by His Grace celebrating Holy Qurbana at 
St. Gregorios, Elmhurst in the presence of Achens and members of all the four 
churches  of  the  Chicago  area.  The  forty-first  day  of  remembrance  will  be 
observed on Friday, February 3rd during the time of Diocesan Assembly at St. 
Thomas Orthodox Cathedral, Houston at 6 PM along with Holy Qurbana. 

Diocesan Council & Managing Committee Elections 

The  2017  Clergy  Conference,  Diocesan  Assembly,  and  the  meeting  of  all  the  elected  Malankara 
Association Members  of  our  Diocese will  be  held from February  2-4,  2017  (Thursday –  Saturday)  at 
URSHLEM Diocesan Center, Houston. The new diocesan committee for the term 2017-2022 and the 
managing committee members to be nominated for the Malankara Association meeting which is going to 
be held on March 1st at Kottayam will be elected on Saturday 4th Feb. Different committees are working 
hard under the chairmanship of Rev. Fr. Mammen Mathew and Mr. Roy Mathew, General Convener for 
the smooth conduct of the meetings. 

Wellness and Mental Health Conference

Diocesan  Department  of  Counseling  services 
hosted a one-day conference on the topic 'The 
Church  &  Wellness'  at  St.Thomas  Orthodox 
church, Chicago with the participation of all 4 
local  parishes.  Dr.Sajoy  Varghese,  Dr.  Alex 
Zachariah,  and Susan Zacharia  were  the  main 
speakers.  This  conference is  a  new venture of 
the  counseling  department  and  received  high 
appreciation from the participants. We plan to 
organize more such meetings in the near future. 
Rev. Fr. George Paulose is the Director and Ms. 
Susan Zachariah is the Secretary.  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Raffle !   The major fund-raising event of the Diocesan Center Chapel construction, the raffle     
draw, will be held on Saturday, Feb 18th after the celebration of Holy Qurbana at Urshlem.
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Educational Ministry Project Launched

Introducing "Our Faith" — an educational ministry project of the DS-
WA Department of Inter-Church Relations. The DS-WA Department 
of  Inter-Church  Relations  is  dedicated  to  building  friendly 
relationships  between  the  Malankara  Orthodox  Church  and  other 
churches  and world  religions.  Be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  Youtube 
channel  and  follow  on  Facebook  for  news,  videos,  and  projects 
designed to educate the public on the Indian Orthodox Church.

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/InterChurchRelations

Youtube Channel: www.tinyurl.com/dswaicr

Ecumenical Meeting of Indian Origin Parishes

Houston area Ecumenical meeting of Indian origin parishes was held at Urshlem Diocesan Center on 
November 21, 2016 and on January 9th, 2017. Diocesan Metropolitan, His Grace Alexios Mar Eusebius, 
hosted and presided over the meeting. Clergies and Ecumenical representatives from all ICECH family 
churches  attended  the  meeting  .  Indian  Christian  Ecumenical  Community  of  Houston  (ICECH)  is 
comprised of parishes of Indian origin apostolic churches. 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http://www.facebook.com/InterChurchRelations
http://www.tinyurl.com/dswaicr
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Silver Jubilee of St. Stephen’s, Houston

The St. Stephen's Orthodox Church of Houston celebrated the “Silver Jubilee” during their Feast Day 
(Perunal) celebration, January 6th-8th, 2017.  HG Alexios Mar Eusebius, was the guest of honor for the 
events.  A small public meeting honoring the history and founding members of the parish was held.  

In thanksgiving to God for all  His blessings, rather than doing an extravagant celebration, the parish 
decided to donate $10,000 to charity.  $8,000 will be used to build a house for a needy family in Alleppy, 
and $2000 to build a well  for drinking water in Thiruvilla.  May the intercession of St.  Stephen be a 
fortress for us all.  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90,000 Christians were killed for their faith in 2016

Massimo Introvigne, a sociologist who directs the Center for Studies on New Religions estimates 
that 90,000 Christians were killed in 2016 because of their faith.

70% of them, he said, were killed in African tribal conflicts, while the other 30% were victims of 
terrorism, government persecution, or the destruction of their towns.

The estimate of 90,000 in 2016—one every six minutes—is down from 105,000 in 2014.

“Without wishing to forget or belittle the suffering of members of other religions, Christians are the 

most persecuted religious group in the world.” said Introvigne.

“Forgiveness is strength. It gives a person a good name. It is the distinguishing 
feature of righteous people.” - Parumala Thirumeni
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A Woman Of Integrity 

Sanumol Varghese, MMVS Regional Secretary, SFO
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Thanksgiving Banquet 
held at St. Stephen's Orthodox 

Church, Houston on 
November 23rd, 2016. Over 60 

people attended this event.  

Los Angeles Thanksgiving 
Conference was held on 

November 26th. Participants 
joined from St. Gregorios, SFO, 

St. Mary’s & St. Thomas, LA. 
H.G Alexis Mar Eusebius was 

present. Dn. Saju  led the group 
activities. 

Newly Appointed 
Council Members 

Atlanta 
Ms. Kripa Varghese 

California and Arizona 
Mr. Stanley Thomas 

Chicago 
Ms. Shawny Varghese 

Dallas and Oklahoma 
Ms. Johannah Chacko 

Detroit 
Ms. Justina Varghese 

Alberta, Vancouver and 
Seattle 

Ms. Diya Philip 

Florida 
Mr. Manoj Abraham 

Houston, San Antonio, and 
Austin

Ms. Sharon John 

Rev. Fr. James Cheriyan, 
Ms. Lijin Raju, 

Ms. Christina Varghese, 
Ms. Sophy Cherian are 
continuing as Director, 
General Secretary, Joint 
Secretary and Treasurer 

respectively. 

Chicago Annual Retreat held 
at St. Gregorios Orthodox 
Church, Elmhurst, IL on 

November 25th, 2016. Rev. Fr. 
Teji Abraham was the Chief 

Speaker.

Dallas Perunal Retreat held 
at St. Gregorios Orthodox 

Church, Dallas on November 
5th, 2016. The Theme was 

second chances. 

Dallas Thanksgiving 
Potluck United Campus 

Ministry 
held their annual potluck on 
November 16th, 2016. Rev. Fr. 
Matt Alexander was the Chief 

Speaker. 

 
An evening of Orthodox 

Liturgical Symphony Worship 
‘La Moriyo Zegtho’ 

(Worship to the Lord) will be led 
under the music direction of Rev. 
Fr. John Samuel accompanied by 

20 professional musicians on 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 

at 5:30 PM 
at MacArthur High School 
Auditorium , Irving, Texas. 
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Editorial Board 
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Alexios Mar Eusebius, 

Metropolitan

Publisher
Fr. Dr. Joy Pyngolil, 

Diocesan Secretary

Managing Editor
Charly Varughese 

Chief Editor
Fr. Thomas Mathai 

Associate Editor
Ashwati Kuruvilla 

Malayalam Section Editor
Fr. Mathai P. Cheriyan 

Distribution and PR
Fr.  Johnson Punchakonam 

Ecumenical News
Fr. Christopher Mathew 

Faith and Religion
Fr. Dr. Varghese K Joshua 

Fr. James Cheriyan 

MMVS (MOMS)
Jessie Ninan 

MGOCSM
Jason Abraham 

Sub-Editors
George Panicker 
George Varghese 
Johnson Varghese 

Diocese of South-West America 
3101 Hopkins Road
Beasley, TX 77417
 (281) 403-0670

dswadiocesanoffice@gmail.com

Visit us at: www.ds-wa.org

Best Compliments

TGM Printing 
2617 South Main

Stafford, TX 77499
Thomas George : (832) 818 8188 

Specialized in 

Wedding Photographs

 on aluminum metal with 
lifetime warranty of any size. 

For family and wedding 

occasions on easel stand. 

Best Compliments

Ken Mathew 
Deputy Mayor

Stafford City, Houston, TX

http://www.ds-wa.org
http://www.ds-wa.org

